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Phillipsburg youngsters are getting new school

Friday, June 11, 2004

BY MIKE FRASSINELLI
Star-Ledger Staff

No building can think for a pupil or teach for a teacher.

But a building can provide a better environment for a pupil to think or a teacher
to teach.

Beginning in the fall of 2005, the environment for teachers and the youngest
pupils in the Phillipsburg School District will be an $18.7 million, 86,442-square-
foot early childhood center -- the first new school in the state-designated
Abbott district in a quarter-century.

The Phillipsburg Early Childhood Center is to serve 530 kindergartners and 3-
and 4-year-olds.

Youngsters dug in the earth yesterday during groundbreaking ceremonies for
the center, turning over the soil on an open, sloped 11-acre site on Center
Street.

The technologically sophisticated school is to feature 31 classrooms, a media
center and indoor and outdoor play areas. Symmetrically designed, it will
include two courtyards.

"It's probably one of the best school designs I've ever seen," Phillipsburg
School Superintendent H. Gordon Pethick said.

At the other end of the district learning spectrum, a new high school is planned
for 2007.

Pethick said the early learning center will help the district achieve its goal of
giving students a strong educational background at an early level. He said it is
never too early for students to learn.

"Unless you can really give kids a strong background, there is a good chance
they will be in jeopardy," he said. "If they are not caught up to the reading level
in second and third grades, there are problems ... Early childhood education is
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